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A Letter giving an Account of one Henry 
Jenkins a Yorkshire Man, who attained the 
Age of i dp Tears, Communicated By Dr. Tan- 
cred Robinfon F, of the Coll . of Phyfitians, 
R. S. with his Remarks on it. 


SIR, 


M R. Robinfon tells me you defire the Relation of 
Henry Jenkins’ s, which is as follovoeth : 

When I came firfl to live at Bolton it was told me, 
there lived in that Parifh a Man near an Hundred and 
fifty Years Old, that he had Sworn as Witnefs in a 
Caufe at Fork to an Hundred and twenty Years, which 
the Judge reproving him for, he (aid, he was Butler at 
that time to Lord Conyers ; and they told me, that it 
was reported his Name was found in-Tome old Regifter 
of the Lord Conyers's Meeneal Servants ; but truly it 
was never in my thoughts to enquire of my Lord Darcy, 
whether this laft particular was true or no ; for I believed 
little of the Story for a great many Years ; till one 
day being in my Sillers Kitchin, Henry Jenkins coming 
in to beg an Alms, I had a mind to examine him ; I 
told him he was an Old Man, who muft fuddenly ex¬ 
pect to give an Account to God, of all he did or faid $ 
and I defired him to tell me very truly how Old he was, 
and hepaufed a little, and then laid, that to the bell of 
his Remembrance he was about One hundred fixty two 
or three; and I asked him what Kings he remembred, 
he faid Henry VIII; I asked what Publick thing he 
could longed remember, he faid Flow den-field ; I asked 
whether the King was there, he laid no, he was in France, 
and the Earl of Surry was General; 1 asked him how 
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old he might be then, he faid, I believe I might be be' 
tween. Ten and Twelve ; for, fays he, I was fent to 
Northallerton with a Horfe Load of Arrows, but they 
lent a bigger Boy from thence to the Army with them: 
Ithought by thele Marks I might find lomething in Hi- 
ftories, and looked in an Old Chronicle that was in the 
Houle, and I did find that Flowden field was an Hundred 
fifty two Years before; fo that if he was Ten or Ele¬ 
ven Years Old, he muft be One hundred fixty two 
Years, or three, as he faid when I examined him. I 
found by the Book, that Bows and Arrows were then 
ufed, and that the Earl he named was then General, 
and that King Henry VIII. was then at fournay 
fo that I don’t know what to Anfwer to the Confiften- 
cies of thele things, for Henry Jenkins was a poor Man 
could neither Write nor Read : There were alfo Four or 
Five in the fame Parilh, that were reputed all of them 
to be an Hundred Years Old, or within two or three 
Years of it, and they all faid he was an elderly Man 
ever fince they knew him ; for he was born in ano¬ 
ther Parilh, and before any Regifter were in Churches, 
as it is laid; he told me then too, that he was Butler 
to the Lord Conyers , and Remem bred the Abbot of 
Fountains-Ably very well, who ufed to drink a Glals 
with his Lord heartily, and that the Difiolution of the 
Monafteries he faid he well remembred. 

Ann Savile. 

Thi s Henry Jenkins departed this Life the Eighth day 
of December , 1670. at Elierton upon Swale. 

The Battle of Flovoden-field was Fought upon the 
Ninth day of September , in the Year of our Lord 

1*13. 

Henry Jenkins was Twelve Years old when Flowden-’ 
field was Fought, fo he lived one hundred fixty and 

nine Years. 


Old 
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Old Pane lived One hundred fifty two Years nine 
Months ; fo that Henry Jenkins outlived him by Com¬ 
putation Sixteen Years, and was the oldeft Man born 
upon the Ruines of this Pofidiluvian World. 

This Henry Jenkins in the laft Century of his Life 
was a Fifberman, and ufed to wade in the Streams ; his 
Diet was Coarfe and Sower; but towards the latter end 
of his Days he begged up and down ; he hath Sworn in 
Chancery and other Courts, to above 14c Years Me¬ 
mory, and was often at the Affizes at Pork, whither he 
generally went a-foot : And I have heard fome of the 
Country Gentlemen affirm, that he frequently fwum 
in the Rivers after he was paft the Age of One hundred 
Years. 

’Tis to be wifhed that particular Enquiries were made, 
and anfwered, concerning the Temperament of this 
Man’s Body, his manner of Living, and all other Cir= 
cumftances, which might furnifh any uleful Inftru&i- 
ons to thofe who are curious about Longevity. 


II. An 



